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SWSCC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
SWSCC Member Spotlight

I’d like to introduce Rachelle Bowens as our next Member Spotlight interviewee. She holds the title
of Senior Technical Sales Rep at Omya, Inc. for 2 years. Rachelle Bowens has been a member of
the SWSCC for 7 years.
We’ll find out more about Rachelle Bowens’ career, how she got into this field, and also find out
what she does when she’s not working.
So let’s get to know Rachelle Bowens a little bit better.
Starting off with the basics.

Where were you born and raised? I was born in Irving, Texas and was raised in Flower Mound,
Texas. I LOVE the Dallas Cowboys and always will no matter what. I’m an only child and so
my parents kept me busy with many activities growing up but dancing is my first love. I was a
member of the Flower Mound Rosette Drill Team in high school and that is where my love of
football started from dancing at half-time at the games.
Where did you go to college? I received my Bachelor of Science in Biology from Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. Ooooo Sssss Uuuuu Cowboys! In 2014, I received my
Masters of Business Administration with a focus in Marketing from Dallas Baptist University.
What was your first job at the teenage level (if applicable), and after college? My first job as a
teenager was at Rainforest Café in the Grapevine Mills outlet mall. I was a hostess at the
restaurant and had the lovely pleasure of dressing up in costumes of rainforest animals for
birthday parties. After college, I briefly worked in a quality control lab that made kidney
dialysis treatment solutions before joining a local distributor of specialty cosmetic
Ingredients as a technical sales representative.
How did you get into the cosmetic industry? During my college years, I had the wonderful
experience of interning at Mary Kay in the quality control lab for 3 summers. It is because of
that internship that I learned about the personal care industry and the Southwest Society of
Cosmetic Chemists.

Continued on the next page
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So what exactly is it that you do? I am a Senior Technical Sales Representative for Omya, Inc
and have been with them for almost two years but I have over seven years sales experience
in the personal care industry. Omya's distribution product range completes the personal care
portfolio. It includes leading functional solutions through active ingredients, surfactants,
natural colors and many more.
What is one of the most interesting (could be unusual, or most challenging) parts of your job?
The most interesting part of my job is that every day is different and challenging in some
way. I love to help people create new things or find solutions to problems and being in sales
allows me to do that with different types of people and various types of products. It is still
amazing to me, to see a dream become an idea which then becomes a finish product that is
sold all over the world.

What’s one of the things that you like most about your job: I really like the fact that some of my
customers have become some of my really close friends. In my current role, I travel
frequently which can become difficult at times but I have customers that are so nice and
kind that it feels like I’m visiting family and not just a visit I have to do for work.
Now let’s talk about your membership with the SWSCC
So how involved are you with the SWSCC, do you attend most meetings, volunteer with events,
thinking about running for another office, or is there another way? I am currently the Chair of
the SWSCC and so I am very involved with every meeting and every event. Ever since joining
the SWSCC I have been active as the Educational Seminar Chair, Secretary for two terms,
Chair-Elect and now Chair. It is my goal to always stay active in the SWSCC and volunteer
wherever I am needed.
Of all the SCC events you’ve attended, is there any one SCC event that was
a memorable one? The most memorable SCC event I have attended
was the SWSCC Holiday Party a couples years ago when the horrible ice
storm hit Dallas. Robert Vetkoetter, Mary Miller, and myself were on the
Holiday Party Committee and we had spent countless hours planning
the party. Mother Nature decided to show up and show out and iced all
the roads and highways which made it nearly impossible to drive. We
were totally prepared to walk into the ballroom and not see anyone but
the three of us but around 300 or so people still came and we all had
fun!
Continued on the next page
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If you were running the Chapter, what new idea(s) would you introduce to the Board? Well
technically… I am somewhat running the chapter this year and there has been a few new
items I have introduced this year. Our April chapter meeting will be a change for the chapter
because we have two speakers that evening. We will start the evening with a technical
speaker followed by a fun and light-hearted speaker during the dinner hour. I am hoping that
this will boost attendance at our night meetings and keep the evening educational yet fun.
Also, new this is year is our SWSCC Educational Committee that consists of 6 chapter
members that seek out new and interesting speakers for our monthly meetings. It can be
difficult to find and coordinate speakers and presentations that are interesting and relevant
to our chapter and so now we have committee that handles that responsibility.
Name one SWSCC event that you hope never goes away, and why is that? I hope that the newly
added SWSCC Summer Event never goes away. Last year, Jacklin Hoffelt (2016 Chair)
thought that it would be fun to add an event in the Summer and it turned out to be a great
success. I think we need more events like the Summer Event where we can all come together and do something fun as a chapter.
Let’s move away from SCC questions, and find out more about you.
So do you like golf, or is the SWSCC Tournament the one time a year you actually play? By the
way, how did you do at the tournament this year? I have actually never played golf and never
attended the SWSCC Golf Tournament. There has always been a work conflict or something
that prevented me from attending. However, this year I will be attending and I’m looking
forward to this new experience. I’ve played golf on the Nintendo Wii but that doesn’t really
count!
Any athletics you’re involved in? Does Yoga count? Haha. I’ve taking up running with a group of
my friends and kickboxing when I’m not traveling too much.
Let’s start winding this thing down

Continued on the next page
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Let’s start winding this thing down
Of the last three books you have read, which was your favorite, and what was it about? My
schedule is so busy that I have to make time to read books these days. My new trick is to
read a book that has a movie coming up soon so that I have to finish the book in time to see
the movie. The last book I read was Girl On The Train and it was recommended after I read
Gone Girl. Girl on The Train was a page turner but I was mostly confused until the very end of
the book about what was actually happening. The story is about a woman who thinks she
knows information about a recent killing but isn’t quite sure and can’t piece together
anything due to her alcohol addiction. While reading the book, you never really trust her
thoughts because she is scattered brain but at the end everything becomes clear.
A talent or hobby (or side gig) I have that most people
aren’t aware of is:I love to dance and actually teach a
praise dance class at my childhood church in Lewisville, Texas. I have around 30 girls that I teach every
other Saturday morning and we dance on Sundays or
for special programs like Christmas or Easter at my
church.

One of the most adventurous (could be riskiest or scariest) things I have ever done, was: The
most adventurous thing I’ve ever done is visit the Pyramids of Giza in Cairo, Egypt. I had to
travel to Europe for work training last year and my boyfriend had the brilliant idea of meeting
me there and then flying to Egypt to see the pyramids. At the time, I was still a newbie in
overseas travel and the political climate was somewhat tense for Americans to travel to
certain places. I didn’t even tell my parents of the extended trip to
Egypt until the day before I left for Europe because I knew they would
have concerns and talk me out of going.

Continued on the next page
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My boyfriend had arranged a car service to pick us up from the airport and take us
to our hotel and it turned out that our driver also did tours of the Pyramids of Giza for an
additional fee. We didn’t book a tour through a website or a reliable source but made an appointment
with our driver to pick us up the next morning and give
us a private tour by horse of the pyramids. I was panicking on the inside because we didn’t have phone
service and we had just met this man that was supposed to give a tour of the pyramids. Long story shortit was the most amazing trip of my life. We rode horses in the desert to the pyramids and then switched to
camels to explore around the Pyramids of Giza and
the Great Sphinx.
Favorite professional or college sports team?
Cowboys! Dallas Cowboys and Oklahoma State Cowboys
Favorite food (could even be fast food or restaurant)? My favorite meal is Brunch. I love
breakfast food but I’m not really a morning person and so Brunch is perfect for me because
it can happen later in the day. My favorite brunch place right now in Dallas is YOLK.
Favorite television series - or at least the one I watch the most is: I can’t name one…. Game
of Thrones, Grey’s Anatomy, This is Us. My favorite of all time that is no longer on television
would be Breaking Bad.
Of the last three movies you’ve seen, which did you enjoy the most? The last three movies I
have seen were Logan, Fences, Hacksaw Ridge. I really enjoyed Hacksaw Ridge and I was
surprised by how much I liked it.
Favorite musical artist (or just music)? Beyonce- of course and then Michael Jackson and
then Adele.
Of the last three concerts you’ve attended, which was the most enjoyable, and why?
Beyonce was the last concert I attended and it was the most enjoyable because I know every
dance move to every song. My voice and body were tired after that concert. It was a workout
for sure.

Continued on the next page
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Favorite vacation destination? Any place with a beach…..
Remember, we will be looking for someone else to put into our Member Spotlight for the next
newsletter. If you are interested, or simply have questions about it, please feel free to contact me.
Look forward to hearing from you,
Michele Stovall
.

SAVE THE DATE SWSCC Educational Day
August 17th, 2017
SWSCC Dinner / Dance
December 1st, 2017
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2017 SWSCC Officers
Chair—Rachelle Bowens, Omya
Chair Elect— Mauricio Castro, Brenntag Specialties
Secretary– Alison Nally, Essential Ingredients
Treasurer—Tamara Scalf, BeautiControl
Treasurer Elect—Kendall Johnson, Goodier

Committees for 2017
Awards Chair-Jacklin Hoffelt
By Laws-Robert Vetkoetter
Newsletter Editor-Alison Nally
Newsletter Advertising-Melissa Mata
Educational Chair-Begoña Stevenson
SWSCC Educational Day—Mary Miller
STEM Projects Chair—Jacklin Hoffelt
Golf Outing-Jeff Barcafar / Mary Miller
Dinner Dance 2017—Mauricio Castro
Elections 2017-Alison Nally
Summer Event 2017-Rita Cabrera
Membership Chair-John Oliver
SWSCC Media-Cody Ermis / Alison Nally
Historian-Michele Stovall
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There will be many
opportunities throughout
the year to volunteer for
committees, events and
many more. Just let any
board member know and
we will find an opportunity
for you to contribute to
YOUR chapter!

MEMBER NEWS

Volunteer Opportunity: Calling all Cosmetic Chemists!
We need at least 35 Cosmetic Chemists to help with the SWSCC and Mary Kay day at
Mindbenders Summer Camp on June 21st. Please volunteer to help with this fantastic
opportunity within the STEaM fields for 6th, 7th and 8th grade FISD students.
Mindbender Academy encourages participants to explore the world of science, technology,
engineering, art and math. Each day features fun, hands-on activities to extend learning outside
the classroom. “It is our hope that we can continue to inspire our Mindbender participants with
fun and challenging activities that introduce them to multiple career opportunities within the
STEaM fields.” said Peter Burns, past president of the Frisco Education Foundation Board of
Directors.

The SWSCC has teamed up with Mary Kay Cosmetics to take the lead on June 21st from 7am to
6pm. We will have 400 students to participate that day. We will have 8 class rooms of 25
students in the morning session (8am-12pm: 200 students) and will repeat this session in the
afternoon (1pm -5pm: 200 new students). The camp will be held at the Frisco ISD Career and
Technical Education Center, 9889 Wade Boulevard in Frisco.
Mindbender Academy is a program of the Frisco Education Foundation made possible each year
thanks to volunteers and the financial support of numerous businesses and organizations.
To volunteer or more information, please contact Jacklin Hoffelt at jvhoffelt@lvlomas.com or Tamara
Scalf at Tamara.Scalf@BeautiControl.com.
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Renew or place your ad now for 2017!!
ATTENTION PROSPECTIVE ADVERTISERS:
-

SWSCC is not responsible for
any errors contained in the
newsletter.
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